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" The remainder of the summer was entirely devoted to
researches amidst my new loves, the ' Transition Eocks,' not
only by revisiting the old ground to complete my sections,
but by greatly extending my survey. I had now determined
to set to and map out the region. But, alas! the Ordnance
maps of a large portion of the country I had determined to
examine were only in the course of construction, or not
begun. But I got hold of every scrap I could from the
Map Office, then directed by Colby, or from my friend
Major Eobe at the Tower, and so I set to work in the terra
incognita to which I afterwards (1835) applied the name of
Siluria."

If it be true, as Bacon asserted, that " writing maketh an
exact man," it is no less true that mapping makes an exact
geologist. Without this kind of training, it is not easy to
grasp accurately the details of geological structure, and
hence the literature of the science is sadly overloaded with
papers and books which, had their authors enjoyed this pre-
liminary discipline, would either not have been written, or
would at least have been more worthy of perusal. Murchi-
son wisely resolved not to trust merely to eye and memory,
but to record what he saw as accurately as he could upon
maps. And there can be no doubt that by so doing he gave
his work a precision and harmony which it could never have
otherwise possessed, and that, even though still falling
into some errors, he was enabled to get a firmer hold
of the structure of the country which he had resolved to
master than he could have obtained in any other way.
For, to make his maps complete, he was driven to look
into all manner of out-of-the-way nooks and corners, with
which, but for that necessity, he might have been littlechison were concerned, there was no cause for this hostility; for, though
